Walter C. Young Middle School
7t Grade

Civics EOC Review

*Do not write on the contents of these pages. This
packet will be returned to your Civics teacher upon
completion of the exam. Feel free to make your
own copy.




Quarter 1 CIVICS: What You Will Need to Know!

WHAT is CIVICS?

he study of nghts and duties of a cmzen

beglnnmg in anC|ent Greece and Rome. In the 1700s, it
became to mean “belonging to a nation.” People started to
believe that governments got their power from the people,
an idea that became known as “consent of the governed.”

Duties (things we are required
to do) of responsible citizens
(8s.7.c.2.2) Citizens who choose
not to fulfill these civic duties
face legal consequences

* Obey laws

* Pay taxes

* Defend the nation - serve in
the armed forces if called

+ Serve on a jury or as a witness
in court if called

* Attend School

«Express co

welfare of the co

whole (e.g., environment, public
health and safety, educatno,, 1).
Help make community good
place to work and live
(becoming involved with public
service organizations, tutori v
volunteering in nursing hom

Responsibilities (obligations that we

meet of our own free will — should do) of

citizens

(8s.7.c.2.2) Civic responsibilities are fulfilled

by choice, they are voluntary

* Register and vote

* Hold elective office

* Participate in government and your

community

+ Serve in voluntary, appointed positions

* Influence government by communicating

with government

* Keep informed regarding current issues

+ Respect different opinions and ways of life
* Respect the property and rights of others

Personal traits of go citizens
* Trustworthiness and honesty

« Courtesy and respect for the rights of

others
» Responsibility, accountability, and
self-reliance
* Respect for the law
* Patriotism

« 14th Amendment defines citizenship: “All persons born or naturalized in the United

States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and the

state wherein they reside.”

* Immigration and naturalization, particularly in the 20th

, have led to an increasingl

be at least 18 years old,

diverse society.

have been a legal permanent resident for five years,
be able to read, write, and speak English,

be of good moral character, and
show that th derst

d U.S. civics.

! (a legal process to become a citizen):
Fill out an application with the u.s. Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS).

Talk with a USCIS official.

Take a citizenship exam.

Attend a citizenship ceremony.
Other Important terms to Know

Immigrant — a person who moves permanently to a new country. Ethnic Group — a group of people who have the same
race, culture, or nationality. Values — the principles or beliefs people use to make judgments and decisions. Institution —
an important practice, relationship, or organization. Popular Sovereignty — idea that government gets its power from the
people. Government — the ruling authority for a group of people. Citizen — a person who is loyal to a government and its
protected by that government. Alien — a person who lives in a country in which he or she was not born. Refugee — a
person who flees his or her country to escape danger. Tolerance — respecting and accepting others. Welfare — health,
wealth, and happiness. Volunteerism — giving one’s time and services to others without expecting payment.

{Jaﬁmmm;}




Quarter 1 CIVICS: What You Will Need to Know!

ile of Law — All people, including those who govern, are bound
-y the law.
Limited Government — Government is not all-powerful. It may
do only those things that the people have given it the power to
do.
Consent of the Governed — American citizens are the source of
all government power.
Individual Rights — In American democracy, individual rights are
protected by government.
Representative Government — People elect government leaders
to make the laws and govern on their behalf.
Free, Fair, and Competitive Elect ions — Every citizen’s vote has
equal value. They choose between candidates and parties. They
vote by secret ballot free from government interference.
Majority Rule — A Majority of the members of a community has

the power to make laws binding upon all the people.

e

KEEP ORDER

Pass and enforce laws to
deter crime.

Establish courts.

PROVIDE SERVICES
Protect public health.
Protect public safety.

Provide public welfare.

PROVIDE SECURITY

Establish armed forces.

Protect citizens from foreign
attacks.

GUIDE THECOMMUNITY
Develop public policy.
Manage the Economy.

Conduct foreign relations.

Leaders are chosen in free

and fair elections.

The government is limited
in power by the
constitution and laws;
citizens’ rights and
freedoms are protected.

The government relies on
the rule of law.

Multiple parties compete
for power.

Rulers inherit their
positions or take power by
force.

Rulers have unlimited
power; the government
may impose an official
ideology and control all

The government relies on
state control of the media,
propaganda, military, or
police power, and terror.

Power lies with a single
party.

i o
. -

SYSTEM - Power is divided
among a central, national government
and smaller self-governing political units
such as states. Example: United States
under our current Constitution.

aspects of political,
economic, and civic life.

S G > i

L - consists of member of
states that have agreed to join together
voluntarily. The states or nations create a
common body to carry out certain
functions, but they retain their powers.
Example: United States under the Articles
of Confederation.

f — the central government is
supreme. The central government may
create smaller administrative units to
carry out some of its function but the
smaller units are not protected by a
constitution. Example: France, Japan,
and Great Britain.

Other Important terms to Know:

Public Policy — decisions and actions a government takes to solve problems in the community. Representative Democracy — a
government in which citizens choose a smaller group to govern on their behalf. Constitutional Monarchy — monarchy in which the
power of the hereditary ruler is limited by the country’s constitution and laws. Majority Rule — political principle providing that a
majority of the members of a community has the power to make laws binding upon all the people. Regime —a government that is in
power. Authoritarian Regime — a government in which one leader or group of people holds absolute power. Totalitarian —
describes a system in which government control extends to almost all aspects of people’s lives. Ideology — a body of ideas about life
and society. Rule of Law —the principle that the law applies to everyone, even those who govern. Oligarchy — a government ruled

a small group in their own interests. Autocracy - system of government by one person with absolute power.

Olgarcly
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Roots of Democracy

agna Carta: A document that King John was forced to sign in 1215, limiting the king’s power. It forbade him from placing
certain taxes on the nobles without their consent. Important Principle-limited government.

-English Bill of Rights: 1688 - A set of rules by Parliament that gave English citizens’ rights that no king could violate. This

document is important because it lists specific rights and freedoms to the freemen for the first time. Important Principle- limited
government.

’ Thomas Hobbes People
_agree to be ruled because
“their ruler pledges to ;3rotect
their nghts An ag ement
called a social contract.

i2__Mayflower Compact: The pilgrims in 1620 created a social contract. Even though this was a form of direct democracy, it was
one of the first written compacts created in the colonies. We still hold town hall meetings today for people to voice their opinions.

House of Burgesses: an assembly of leaders representing Jamestown. Marked the beginning of self-government and
representative democracy in colonial America.

.Common Sense: Author Thomas Paine published a pamphlet in 1776, using the ideas of Locke, arguing that
“common sense” called for the colonists to rebel against the king's “violent abuse of power.” As much as 500,000 copies

were sold in the colonies which had an impact on the Second Continental Congress to vote for declaring independence
from Britain and the King.

Sor 3 (SS.7.C.1.3)
The Great Awakening (religious movement) and the Enlightenment Ieaders urged people to questlon accepted political authority. The colonies were

ignored for many years, however, eventually the King and Parliament began to take more interest in its colonies. Many of the policies passed favored
British interests over the colonist’ needs.

British Action Colonist’s Response
French and Indian War - as the colo nis : i th

began moving

(who made ciaim 1 thts

colonists and e

_the Native Amencans -

Acts, Tea Act, Coercnve Acts Into{erabl '
Steps Toward Independence

The First Continental Congress — A group of delegates, or representatives from 12 colonies met in Philadelphia in
September 1774 to discuss what to do with the king and Parliament.

The Second Continental Congress - Congress chose a group of individuals, consisting of John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, Robert Livingston, Roger Sherman and most importantly — Thomas Jefferson (the main writer) to create a
Declaration of Independence.
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Roots of Democracy

DECLARATION
OF
INDEPENDENCE

In Congress, July 4, 1776. The unanimous
Declaration of the thirteen United States of
America.

The Four Main Parts (ss.7.c.1.4)

1** Part - Preamble It explams why the

drew up the Declaratlon. When in Course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the Powers of the earth, the separate and equal station
to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitled them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel (force)
them to the separatlon

truths to be self-ewdent that all men are created equal that they are endowed
(provided) by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness...That to secure these rights, Governments are
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed...That
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive...it is the Right of the people to
alter or to abollsh it a‘nd to |nstttute anew G ern

..The hxstory of the present ng of Great Bntam is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations (unjust uses of power)...He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most
wholesome and necessary for the public good...He has obstructed the Administration of
Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary Powers...He has
combined with others to subject us to....for cutting off our Trade with all parts of the

Wlth Gthe countries. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm
reliance on the Protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our
Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

Enllghtenment Ideas found within the D of |
(55.7.C.1.4) (55.7.C.1.1)

1 — passage in the second paragraph

clearly was mspzred by Locke’s ideas about natural

did not protect its people’s freedom, it should not
exist.

believed that people had a right to liberty.




[
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The Making of the Constitution

Two laws were passed that helped the
nation expand westward.

Ordinance of 1785- set up a plan for
surveying western lands.

Northwest Ordinance— set up a
government for the lands surveyed.

Lack of Power and Money-

No power to collect taxes, regulate
trade, and to enforce its laws.

Lack of Central Power- no single
leader or group directed government
policy and no national court system

existed.

Rules Too Rigid — Congress could not
pass laws without the approval 9
states and Articles could not be
changed without the agreement of all
13 states.

Shay’s Rebellion — showed that
Congress lacked the power to stop
protests and worse — Rebellions.

Each area would become a territory
and eventually a state.

The Constitutional Convention
(557.C.1.1) (55.7.C.1.5)

The New Jersey Plan
Based on the Articles of
Confederation, with some changes.
Each state would have one vote, but

The Great Compromise
A compromise between the larger and small

states. A committee headed by Roger
Sherman decided that Congress would have
Congress could set taxes and two houses — a Senate based on 2 per state
regulate, or control, trade. Instead of EEI IRl NN I XTI L 1NV TR s L 1clo Kol sl a4 1)
a strong president, a less powerful tate’s population.

committee named by Congress would

carry out laws.

The Virginia Plan
Introduced a plan that large
states favored. President,
Court System and a Bicameral
Legislature — two house
legislature based on
population, allowing larger
states to have more votes
than smaller states.

Other Compromises
A compromise between the Northern and So . The
Northerr : vetween
the states.

4 The Three-Fifths Compromise
[ A compromu@ between the Northern and
' ' ns s. The South (much higher
nted to count their slave

, caHed the Fedei’alist Papers to c nv |
Amencans to support the
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The Constitution

The Preamble (55.7.C.1.6)

We the People of the United States in Onder to forn a mene perfect
fremate the general Weljare, and secane the Blessinge of Lilerty to cunselves and oun
Pastenity, ammmm@mwmmsmqﬂm

(ss.7.c.3.5)An amendment is any change that is made to the
Constitution. There are a total of 27 Amendments. The
first 10 are called the —!

The Constitution provides two ways for proposing
amendments and two ways for ratifying amendments,

Step 1 Step 2

Amendment proposed | Amendment ratified by:
by:
Three-fourths (3/4s) of
A two-thirds (2/3s) vote the state legislatures
of both houses of
Congress

7

~X

Or / \ Or

A constitutional Three7— fourths (3/4s) of
convention called by special constitutional
Congress on petition of conventions called by
two-thirds (2/3s) of the the 50 states
50 states

new that the world would an in ways at they could not predict. They intentionally kept the
document as general as possible. Article | lists the powers of Congress. It gives Congress power to “make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper” to carry out its duties, allowing Congress to use powers not directly listed in

the Constitution. Also known as “Implied Powers.” Not all people agree on which laws are “necessary and proper.”
10se that think Congress should be allowed to make any laws the Constitution does not forbid and that fit its purpose.

These people believe in a “loose interpretation” of the Constitution. Others think Congress should make only the
kinds of laws mentioned in the Constitution. These people believe in a “strict interpretation” of the Constitution.
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The Constitution

The Five Prlnuples of the Constltutlon

who will represent them in Congress. Through the Electoral College, voters also
choose the president and vice president.
(ss.7.c.1.9) The Framers included limited government SO that the government can

government and ruIe of law may prevent tyranny by the government and
protect the liberty of the people.

influenced by
Enlightenment thinker, Baron de Montesquieu. Each branch would have
different tasks. The framers believed that the separation of powers would limit
the ability of any one branch from gaining too much power in another way.

(ss.7.c.1.7) Separation of powers was set up to check unlimited authority. The
Framers feared that one branch of government could still gain control of the
other two. Its goal was to keep any one of the three branches from becomlng
too powerful. Eac ;

[ rancr ro rways Example
Executlve Branch the presrdent can veto a law passed by the legislature.
Legislative Branch — the Senate and House can override a presidential veto with
a 2/3s vote.

Judicial Branch — the Supreme Court can declare acts of legislature and
presidential actions unconstitutional.

(ss.7.c.3.4) The Framers set up this system of government, again to put limits on
government. :
Each level of government — national and state — has independent authority over
people at the same time. There are three types of power.

-, or spelled out, are also called expressed powers. These are powers
given to the national government. —, are powers that were set
aside, or reserved, for the states only. Powers that both the national

government and the state’s share are called —
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FEDERALISTS!|

Supported the ratification of the Constitution. The main
leaders of the Federalists were Alexander Hamilton, James
Madison, and John Jay. Together, they wrote a series of
essays called the Federalist Papers to convince Americans
to support the Constitution.

For Federalists, the Constitution was necessary in order to
protect the liberty and independence that was gained from
the American Revolution. They believed that the three
branches of the national government separated the powers
and protected the rights of the people. They also believed
that a listing of rights can be a dangerous thing.

=
)
i

Opposed the Constitution. They argued that the
new Constitution would destroy the liberties
won in the American Revolution. They believed
it would create a national government so
powerful that it would ignore the rights of the
states. It also lacked a bill of rights.

They were concerned that the Constitution
gave too much power to the national
government at the expense of the state
governments. They were also concerned that,
within the national government, the
legislative and executive branches were too
powerful. Anti-Federalists were also
concerned that the Constitution lacked a

specific listing of rights




1. Freedom of Religion
a. Congress cannot establish or set up an official religion as the faith of the U.S. {Establishment
Clause).
b. Protects the way people express their faith. People have the right to practice their faith any
way they want.
¢. Many people who first settled here did so because they did not have religious freedom.
2. Freedom of Speech
a. We can state our opinions, in public or private, without fear of being punished by the
government.
b. This includes what we say, what we see on radio/televisions, internst messages, art, music, and
even clothing.
3. Freedom of the Press
a. The government cannot censor news reports and cannot prevent information from being
published or broadcast.
b. Originaily referred to printed materials, but today it inciudes many other media sources, such
as, radio, television, and the internet.
4. Freedom of Assembly
a. Rightto gather in groups for any reason, as long as the groups are peaceful. This includes
meetings, rallies, clubs, political parties, labor unions, celebrations, and parades.
i. The government does have power to make rules about when and where these
activities are heid.

5. Freedom to Petition

a. Gives us the right to express ourselves to the government if we are unhappy about something
and want it changed. It can be a simple e-mail or letter.

Second dment
Right to bear arms for a 4
well regulated militia ' Freedom from‘“
quartering
(housing)

soldiers

5
ust be by

Freedom from unreasonable searches and seizures. Criminal indictments m grand jury.

Warrants must only be issued upon probable cause, and Freedom from double jeopardy. Freedom from
shall be specific. testifying against oneself. Right to face accusers.
4 Right to due process. Right of just compensation for
takings.

Right to speedy trial. Right to impartial jury. Right to be Right to jury trial in civil cases. Facts found by a jury
informed of the charges upon which the accused is held. cannot be reexamined by another court.

Right to face accusers. Right to produce witnesses for
the accused. Right to legal counsel.




Eidh h Amendment

Freedom frorn excessive bail or ﬁnes Freedom from cruel or unusual punishment.

- Ninth Amendment : :
Ind1v1duals have rights in addition to The federal government has only those
the rights listed in the other powers specifically granted by the
amendments and Constitution. The Constitution, any power not listed is
right to privacy is among those left to the states or the people.
identified by the U.S. Supreme Court as
being a 9" Amendment right.

13" Amendment - an amendment to the U.S. Constitution that outlawed slavery in the

United States

14" Amendment - an amendment to the U.S. Constitution that defines citizenship, grants
citizenship to former slaves and deﬁnes voters as males at least 21 year of ag

19 Amendment - an amendment to the U.S. Constitution that grants women the right to
vote

24" Amendment - an amendment to the U.S. Constitution that made poll taxes illegal as a
condition for voting

26™ Amendment - an amendment to the U.S. Constitution that lowers the minimum voting
age to 18

Civil Rights Acts

ERA
Equal Rights Amendment - a proposed amendment to

the U.S. Constitution outlawing discrimination based on
sex

Marbury v. Madison ’Fergusan ' Brown v. Board of Education
U.S. Supreme Court case that " S Supreme,Court case that U.S. Supreme Court case that
established judicial review ~ determined that “separate but equal” | determined that “separate but equal”
segregation was not discriminat segregation was not equal in public
. ' education




theon v. Wamwrt ht

Miranda v. Arizona
U.S. Supreme Court cases that upheld
the Fifth Amendment protection from
self-incrimination

, In re Gault
U S. Supreme Court case that
« ined that juvenile court must
~ comply with the Fourteenth
_ Amendment

Tinker v. Des Moines
U.S. Supreme Court case that upheld a
student’s First Amendment right to
engage in symbolic speech in school

U.S. v. Nixon
U S. Supreme Court ¢ gase that limited
executxve pnv Iege

Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier
U.S. Supreme Court case that
determined that the First Amendment
does not protect all types of student
speech in school

Bush v. Gore
U.S. Supreme Court case that
determined that states cannot viol:
the Equal Protection Clause under the
Fourteenth Amendment hen
undertaking election recounts.

District of Columbia v.Heller
U.S. Supreme Court case that upheld
that the Second Amendment protects

an individual’s right to possess a
firearm

SS.7.C.2.8 Identlfy America’s current political parties, and illustrate thexr ideas about govemment

Polltlcalﬁ mPartles




Social Democfacv combrlr'ses//h&rr;anity’s boldest

experiment —

an attempt to organize a society of collective justice
and individual freedom where everyone gets food,
shelter, health care, education, and the ability to
actualize his or herself. In other words, achieve a
truly civil society. Social Democracy is a true

Political parties
nominate candidates
for public office. The
candidates believe in
the party platform.

Impact: By
nominating candidates,
political parties
provide options of
candidates to society.
Society then
determines which
candidate they will
elect and serve in
government.

Members of Congress
are members of
political parties and
they work to pass laws
that support their
party’s platform.
mpact: A political
party s platform and
ability to influence
policy impacts the
types of laws that are
passed and the issues
that receive attention
by government.

A party can link
its members at the
federal, state and local
levels of government
to achieve big goals for
the party.

npact: This function
provxdes a way for
people that identify
with a particular party
to connect with each
other and for the party
to expand its influence
at each level of
government.

i

A better and peaceful world is possible — a

The two parties create
balance in the
government by
working hard to protect
the ideas in their party
platform. The two
parties keep each other
in check.

Impact: This function
meacts how laws are
made in government.

world where people and nature come before profits.
That's socialism. That’s our vision. We are the
Communist Party USA.

Political parties run
campaigns for
candidates. They run
ads, create pamphlets,
post blogs, and help
candidates give
speeches.

pact: This function
impacts the way
society views
candidates for office.

SS.7.C.2.9 Evaluate candldates for pohtzcal office by analyzing their quahﬁcatlons, expenence 1ssue-based platforms,

debates, and political ads.




Federal Government

State/Local Government
Forida

President
Moust be at least 35 years old, natural — born citizen, and
resident of the United States for 14 years.

The Constitution does not outline the qualifications for
vice-president although the vice-president must possess the
same qualifications as the president since the vice-president

takes office upon the president’s death, resignation or
removal, or becomes acting president upon the president’s
incapacitation.

Governor
Must be at least 30 years old, natural — born citizen or
naturalized citizen, and a resident in Florida for 7 years.

Senate
Must be at least 30 years old, natural — born citizen or
naturalized citizen, and resident of the United States for
9 years.

States may decide how to replace Senators who leave office
due to death, resignation or removal. Options include
appointment or special election. Senators may be
appointed until such time that a special election may be
held. If there is less than two years left until the next
election, the appointment may last until the end of the term.
If that doesn’t happen, then the appointment will take place
until the next scheduled congressional election. For
example, Tim Scott from South Carolina, who was
appointed by Nikki Haley to replace Jim DeMint, will run
in a special election in 2014 even though DeMint was last
elected for a 6 year term in 2010.

State Senator
Must be at least 21 years old, natural-born or
naturalized citizen, and a resident of Florida for at least
2 years and live in the district that he/she represents.

United States Senators

o

Bill Nelson Mark Rubio

Congress
Must be at least 25 years old, natural — born citizen or
naturalized citizen, and Resident of the United States
for 7years.
Members of the U.S. House of Representatives may only be
replaced with special elections because the U.S.
Constitution requires that “the People of the several States
(spelling in original)” choose members of the House of
Representatives (Article I, Section 2).

State Legislature

(House of Representatives)
Must be at least 21 years old, natural-born or
naturalized citizen, and a resident of Florida for at least
2 years and live in the district that he/she represents.

. Each of us has one and only one vote.
During elections, the act of voting is one of the few times
when all adults in the U.S. have an equal say. No matter

| how much money you have or who your friends are, you

. Even if the person or issue
you vote for loses, your vote matters because it lets winners
and losers know who supports their points of view.




i In the U.S., the
hxghest voter turnout is among semors So it's no surprlse
that politicians are going to spend a lot of time on issues
that are important to older people, like Social Security and
Medicare. Younger voters, 18-24 year-olds, haven't voted
in high numbers recently, so it's easier for politicians to pay
less attention to the issues that are important to young
people.

'HE PROCESS WO

The Conventions: Party-
I'ime, Politicians Style
During a presidential
election, after the
primaries and caucuses,
the major parties hold
conventions to officiall
nominate their candidate
for president.

fter the candidates are
nominated, their names
are officially submitted to
each state's chief election
official so that they will
appear on the general
election ballot.

S8.7.C.2.10 Examine the impact of media, individuals, and interest groups
on monitoring and influencing government

The media is the source of our news and information about current events.

The Impact of the Media on Government — The impact varies, however the media can bring to light issues
within the government to inform the public. The media can also focus on stories, which can impact the issues
the government chooses to focus on. They have a large impact on the government due to their watchdog
role.




Interest Groups gather people and resources to support public policies that help their
members.
Lobbying — Interest groups hire lobbyists to meet with members of the government and discuss the group’s issue
and concerns.
Endorsing Candidates — Interest groups will officially support candidates during elections.
Raise money — Interest groups that want to raise money for candidates must form a political action
committee.
The Impact of Interest Groups on Government — The impact varies, however interest groups are often
successful in persuading government officials to take their issues into consideration. By attaching their
organization’s name to a candidate in order to get the candidate elected, voters take notice of
endorsements. They are able to raise a lot of money in order to support candidates. Laws have been passed
to limit contributions due to the impact interest groups have had on campaigns where they have

tributed

Vo mg

Petitioning the Government

The Impact of Individuals on Government: The impact varies, however the most effective way for an
individual to influence and impact government is to run (and be elected) for office. Serving in public office
makes you part of the government. Ways to impact the government through communicating views to their
representative can occur by attending civic meetings, signing a petition, contacting the representative through
phone or mail and voting. To influence the government by supporting a campaign can be done in various ways
with varying degrees of impact. The most direct way is to work/volunteer for the campaign and to vote.

Political Action Committees (PACs) are organizations associated with interest groups,
individuals, labor groups and corporations that raise and spend money in order to impact
election outcomes. PACs give money directly to candidates, and also spend money on
candidates’ behalf such as sponsoring campaign commercials advocating how citizens should
vote, or to shape opinions about candidates and political parties.

PACs are not wholly unregulated. Congress and the U.S. Supreme Court have
regulated PACs. These regulations have impacted PAC influence

When reading the news, looking at candidate websites or viewing election information, it is important to consider how
persuasion techniques might be used to influence the viewer. Bias, symbolism, and propaganda are common techniques
used to persuade people to think or feel a certain way.

7 Impact on Public Opinion:
The use of propaganda will have an impact on public opinion because it is purposely used to convey a strong positive or negative
message. People may be attracted (or not at all) to the message because of the emotion that is being conveyed.

BIAS
Bias is a preference, opinion or attitude that favors one way
of thinking or feeling over another.

Examples: Examples:

The front pages of newspapers contam bias by what they
choose to display on the page, the words and photographs
chosen convey messages as well as what i is left out or given
less space.

Impact on Public Opinion:

Due to the fact that many people get their news from
newspapers, the use of bias in a paper has a large influence
because newspapers communicate to people what is

“newsworthy.” "@

Campaign logos use sym%mhsm te cennect images of
America (flags, stars, stnpes red, whrte, and blue) to the
candidate.

Impact on Public Oplmon' ’

Symbolism can lmpact the way the pu,bhc feels about a
candidate. The use of i lmages can crea positive or

negative feelings about the candidate.




Bandwagon
when an attempt
is made to make

the viewer feel
like everyone is

using a product or
voting for a
particular

candidate, so they
should too

Stacking
the strategy of
showing a product
or person’s best
features and
leaving out
information about
any negative
features or
potential
problems

Glittering
Generalities
when an
advertisement or
political campaign
uses short phrases
or few words to
appeal to
particular
emotions

Name Calling
used to send a
negative message
about an
opposing product
or candidate

Plain Folks
the strategy of
communicating
using ordinary
language and
clothes to convey
to the audience
that the
spokesperson or
candidate is just
like everyone else

Testimonials

a celebrity or
well-known
person speaks on
behalf of a
product or person
asan
endorsement; in a
testimonial a
celebrity’s
message is that if
they believe in a
candidate,
everyone else
should too

Transfer
when symbols are
used to convey a
message




Legislative Branch Study Guide

SS.7.C.3.3 — lllustrate vthe structure and function of the (three
branches of government established in Articles |, II, and Ill of the
Constitution with corresponding powers) of the government.

Legislative Branch — Article |

Article, U.S. Congress, U.S. House of Representatives
U.S. Senate, Delegated powers/Enumerated Powers
Coining money, Declaration of war, Immigration
Naturalization laws, Regulate/trade, Elastic
clause/necessary and proper/implied powers

Impeach, Concurrent powers

SS.7.C.3.8 — Analyze the structure, functions, an
"Ie“ islative, executive, and judicial branches.

d processes of the

Constituents, Bill, Veto, Act, Statute, Ordinance, Home
rule, Bicameral, Committee selection, Conference
committee, Special committee, Standing committee

How a bill becomes a law, Majority leader, Speaker of the
House, Majority party, Minority leader, Minority party
Nominate, President pro tempore of the Senate
Appointment confirmation, State legislature

State representative, State senator, City commissioner or
council member, County commissioner or council
member

School board

Federalism, Federal government (national government)
State government, Local government, Reserved powers
Supremacy Clause, Tenth Amendment

Gerrymander, writ of habeas corpus, bill of attainder, ex
post facto law, franking privilege, lobbyist, casework,
pork-barrel project, public works bills, earmarks, joint
resolution, rider, filibuster, cloture, voice vote, standing
vote, roll-call vote, and pocket veto

Senate

Qualification
must be 25 years of age, citizen for 7 years, and live in the
state they represent.

Qualification
must be 30 years of age, citizen for 9 years, and live in the
state they represent.

Powers & Functions of the House
Power of impeachment and Bills start in the House
involving taxes.

Powers & Functions of Both Houses
Have the power to change laws in order to protect voters
Oversees, investigates, and makes the rules for the government and its officers
Each house can judge elections, create their own rules to manage themselves

Must have a majority present in order to conduct bu
Keep a journal of their activities
Determine naturalization laws

Limit on Power —

Forbids Congress from passing laws that would hurt the legal rights of the United States citizens.

Writ of habeas corpus — Congress cannot block it except in times of rebellion or invasion. It is a court
order that brings the prisoner before the court to be told what they are being held for.

Congress cannot pass a Bill of Attainder — laws that punish a person without a trial.

Congress has the power to coin money, print money, create the postal service, to raise and support armed
forces, and lower federal courts, declare war, and regulate commerce.

Powers & Functions of the Senate

Impeachment trial

decides whether or not to remove from office
confirms high level nominations to the executive
and judiciary branches

siness

Article I, Section 9




e Cannot pass ex post facto laws — laws declaring that an act is a crime after the act has been committed.

iow Many

e H of R 435 members (state’s
population) 2 year terms

e Senate 100 members (2 per
state) 6 year terms

e Census is given every 10
years to adjust H of R as
needed

e Legislation must be passed
by a majority for each house

e Process of how a bill
becomes a law — (Acts)

Two Political Parties — Democrats
and Republicans

e For each house — Majority
Party and Minority Party.

e Majority leader - House -
Speaker of the House — only
office chosen by
representatives and is in the
Constitution. Senate — Pro
Tempore — serves in absence
of the VP as President of the
Senate.

e  Majority Party members
chair all standing and select
committees based on
Seniority.

e Majority holds leadership,
chairs all policy committees,
and holds the majority of
each committee.

Types of Committees — see last page

Article IV guarantees to every state a
republican (representative) form of
government.

e Florida - Bicameral — House
120 members and Senate 40
members.

Term limits for each house — 8 years.
Total for both — 16.

e House -2 year terms and
Senate — 4 year terms.

Part Time Legislature - meets for 60
days beginning in early March to early
May.

e  Majority of each house to
ratify laws (statutes).

e Use committee system and
party leadership system in
each house.

Counties

Special Districts

Cities

67 counties — carry out
constitutional services
established by the state.
County services carried out
are law enforcement, jail
administration, tax collector,
property appraisal, state
court administration, and
election supervision
Oversees road maintenance,
public health, and solid
waste disposal.

County commission selects
the county chair — oversees
commission meetings.

Independent — create by the
legislature for specific
purpose — water
management districts, fire
services, and inland
navigation.

Dependent Special Districts -
created by cities and
counties — governed by the
city or county with elected
commission. 600
Independent and 300
Dependent

Home Rules — may enact
their own laws (ordinances)
and self-govern. Ordinances
cannot conflict with state
laws.

City Councils — city
legislatures

City Mayor — runs the city




(The Legislative Branch;
elections)

o

Article |, Section 10
(The Legislative Branch;
restrictions on state power)

Article 111, Section |
(Judicial Branch; creation of
courts)

States organize election
although the federal
government may set up
national standards.

s

The states are fo(rbidden
from engaging in certain
activities.

-

Congress establishes courts

inferior to the U.S.

Supreme Court

S

primaries.

&

The national governmen
sets the date for
presidential and
congressional elections;
the states may determine
the date for scheduling

State may not (partial list):
Enter into treaties
Coin money
Keep troops during
peacetime

Congress created the
federal appellate court
system.

restricts power, it does not
extend it




e Regulate trade e Collect taxes

e Coin money e Borrow money
e Provide army and e Spend for the
navy general welfare
e Declare war e Set up court
e Set up a federal systems
court system e Passand

Conduct foreign enforce laws
relations

:

e Regulate trade
between states

e Set up local
governments

e Conduct elections

e Establish Public
Education

e Protect public health,
welfare, and morals

National Legislative Committees

Standing | Permanent legislative panels that consider bills and
issues

Selec

v i
Special Performs a special function beyond the authority or
capacity of a standing committee
o *XP S

Cbnference ' Temporéry committee formed to reconcile differences in legislation
passed by both chambers.

Members of one house, and
both parties

Members of one house, and

Members of the House of
Representatives and the
Senate




Executive Branch Content Review

S$S5.7.C.3.3/3.8 | S5.7.C.4.1 Chapter 8 §5.7.C.4.2 International §S.7.C.4.3 Conflict
armed forces | Domestic and Elector Organizations: and Cooperation:
Cabinet Foreign Policy Electoral College Intergovernmental organization Bay of Pigs
executive alliance Reprieve International organization Cuban Missile
branch allies Amnest International Red Cross Crisis
executive ambassador E Non-governmental organization | Gulf War |
order diplomacy tions (NGO) Gulf War Il
foreign diplomat E North American Free Trade Iran Hostage Crisis
relations embassy Federal bureaucracy Agreement (NAFTA) Korean War
impeach foreign policy Executive agency North Atlantic Treaty Terrorism
mayor treaty Government corporation | Organization (NATO) Vietnam War
pardon Regulatory commission United Nations (UN) World War |
presidential Political appointee United Nations International World War |l
appointment Children’s Emergency Fund
veto (UNICEF)

World Trade Organization (WTQO)

! — Lists the line
Must be 35 years of age, natural born citizen, and live in the | of succession after the vice president. A line of

succession is the order in which officials are expected
to succeed, or come next, to an office.

Both the president and vice-president are elected through 1. Vice President

an electoral college — each state and the District of Speaker of the House

Columbia have a certain number of electors. The number of President pro tempore of the Senate
electoral votes is equal to the total number of senators and Secretary of State

representatives a state has. A vote for a candidate is really Secretary of the Treasury

a vote for the elector. Winner-takes-all, the candidate who Secretary of Defense

wins the most popular votes in the state gets all of its Attorney General

electoral votes. Winner must have at least 270 electoral and more see chart p. 230.

votes to win the general election. If no candidate gets An ant _ .
enough electoral votes then the House of Representatives Makes it clear that if the president dies or leaves
chooses th ident office, the vice president becomes president. It says
St of ti that the new president should choose a new vice
President must deliver an address to Congress on the State | president with the help of Congress. It also gives the
of the Union “from time to time”. Traditionally, it is given vice president a role in deciding whether a president is
disabled and cannot do the job. If that occurs, the vice
R | president serves as acting president until the president
Defines the circumstances under which the president can be | is able to go back to work.

removed from office.

United States for at least 14 years

NouswN




Basic Functions of the Executive Office

o Her | i . Congress enacted
e Carry out the nations laws. To do this he is in charge of 15 cabinet departments laws

and many agencies.

e He/sheis in charge of the executive departments and offices.
¢ Power to Nominate persons for high office such as Cabinet, secretaries, ambassadors,

Supreme Court justices, and other offices. Senate confirms
¢ Executive Order - a rule or command the president gives out that has the same nominations;
power and force as a law. nominees who are
* Name people to serve as justices of the Supreme court and judges of other confirmed are then
federal courts. appointed to their

e Grant pardons — declares forgiveness and freedom from punishment. May also positions.
issue a reprieve, order delaying the punishment of a person until a higher court
can hear the case. Grant amnesty — pardon for a large group of people.

Congress may
override a president’s
veto with a 2/3 vote
of each house of

e Vetoes Congressional Bills

Congress.
, . Co J Congress declares

® serves as Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces war.
¢ allows the president to back up foreign policy decisions with force when they need to. Congress raises and
® President and Congress share the power to make war — While Congress has the power to supports armies and

declare war, the president can order troops into battle. Congress has declared war 5 navies.

times. The president has sent troops into action more than 150 times.

e ief Diploma _

¢ Leads the foreign policy of the U.S. He decides how the U.S. acts toward other

countries.

¢ Negotiates treaties with foreign nations.

¢ Names people to serve as ambassadors, who represent the U.S. government in
other nations.

Senate approves
treaties for
ratiﬁcatio.

¢ Living symbol of the nation. He builds goodwill with other countries by greeting
their leaders when visiting the U.S.
e Represents all Americans in important ceremonies.
Awards medals to the country’s heroes.




Helps party to raise mon

Department Name

¢ Helps propose new laws for Congress to pass. He makes speeches to build
support for these goals.

e Voters expect the president to deal with such problems as lack of jobs, raising
prices, and high taxes.

¢ Plans the federal budget each year and works with Congress to decide what
programs to support and what programs to cut back.

e Looked at as leader of his or her political 5

¢ Gives speeches in support of fellow party members running for office as members
of Congress, governors, and mayors.

Created

Notes

1789

Plans and carries out the nation’s foreign policy

1789

Collects, borrows, spends, and prints money

1789

Manages the armed forces

1870

Responsible for all aspects of law enforcement

1849

Manages and protects nation’s public lands and natural resources

1889

Assists farmers and consumers of farm products

1903

Supervises trade, promotes U.S. business, tourism

1913

Deals with working conditions, wages of U.S. workers

1979

Provides advice and funding for schools

1965

Deals with the special needs and problems of cities

1966

Manages nation’s highways, railroads, airlines, and sea traffic

1977

Directs overall energy plan for the nation

1989

First formed as the Veterans Administration in 1930 and elevated to
Cabinet-level status in 1988

2002

Created in response to the Sept. 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States

1953

Works for the well-being and health of all Americans

The ’Execu’tive Office of the President assists the president in both domestic and foreign matters.




They are: Council of Economic Advisors, Council on Environment Quiality, National Security Council (NSC — advises

the president on matters of national security), Office of Administration, Office of Management and Budget (OMB —
prepares the federal budget and oversees spending in the executive branch), Office of National Drug Control Policy,

Office of Science and Technology Policy, and Office of the Vice President.

' ’ . The Federal Bureaucracy
Hundreds of agencnes that»help run the executive branch are ,called the federal,,bureaucrac

law.

make government poh Y.
laws from generai gundelmes in

government.

Independent agencies that deal with
certain specific areas within the

Intelligence Agency (CIA),
Environmental Protection Agency

/person appomted to a
federal position by the
president

Examples: Central

(EPA)

practice of hiring
government workers on
the basis of open,
competitive examinations
and merit — about 90% of
those that work in the

Businesses that are owned by the
government to provide goods or
services and charge people to buy
those goods and services. They are
not supposed to make a profit.
Example: The United States Postal
Service

t — rewarding
people with government
jobs on the basis of their
political support. Because
appointees were not
always qualified, Congress
passed the Civil Service

federal government are reform Act of 1883 —
this. created the civil service
system.

To help protect the public, make and
enforce rules that an industry or
group must follow. Example:
Federal Communications
Commission (FCC).

atory Commissions

people into government
jobs on the basis of their
qualifications

The supreme e
the state NOT

r in Chief
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