
Pembroke Lakes Elementary

F.A.S.T. Family Night

RESEARCH, EVALUATION, & ACCOUNTABILITY



FAST Assessments 2024

• Florida Assessment of Student Thinking, or FAST, refers to the new 
Coordinated Screening and Progress Monitoring (CSPM) System 
assessments, which are aligned to the Benchmarks in Excellent 
Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards

• FAST assessments include VPK through grade 10 English Language 
Arts (ELA) and VPK through grade 8 Mathematics

• Renaissance Learning STAR Early Literacy, Reading and Math will 
administer grades VPK-2

• Cambium Assessment, Inc. (CAI) will administer grades 3-10 FAST
• Writing administered to PLE students this year.

• Science assessments are not part of FAST (5th Grade Only)
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Per s. 1008.25(8), F.S., FAST assessments will be administered three 
times per year.

• Test security MUST be maintained during all 3 PMs

• The last window for 2023–24 school year is as follows:

• PM3*: K-2 : May 2 ELA  May 3 Math

 3-5: May 16 ELA     May 21 Math

       4-5: April 12 Writing

 PLE Make-Ups through May 31

• Science State Assessment:  May 14

  PLE Make-Ups through May 31
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FAST: District Administration Schedule

*Student level results are available in the state’s Family Portal. Parents can access the 
Family Portal through Virtual Counselor.
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FAST: VPK-2 Star Assessments via Renaissance

* Audio will be enabled for all students for Star Math, regardless of 
IEP/504 status.
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More on FAST K-Grade 2

FAST: K–Grade 2 Administration

• Each test will be administered in one session. 

• Students take only one subject test in a day

• Testing times vary between 20 to 60 minutes

• Tests will be computer-adaptive, administered through a secure 
web browser (headphones required)

* In accordance with F.S.1008.25 (K-10) and F.S.1002.68 (VPK ), hard copy student 
results will be provided to parents in an expedited manner.
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What do FAST STAR results mean?

• Renaissance Star Reading scores 

represent how students performed 

on the test compared with the 

performance of a nationally 

representative sample of students, 
called the norms group. 

• Renaissance has a Fall, Winter, 

and Spring norm group.

• These scores present a snapshot of 

achievement at a specific point in 
time. 

• As with any test, it is important to 

remember that many factors can 

affect a student’s test. 

• Renaissance Star Reading test 
scores give only one picture of 

how a student is doing in school.

https://help2.renaissance.com/US/PDF/SR/SRDefinitions.pdf

• Percentile Rank (PR) is a norm-

referenced score that provides a 

measure of a student’s reading 

ability compared to other students 

in the same grade nationally. The 
percentile rank score, which 

ranges from 1 to 99

• National Benchmarks: The 

percentile rank for the student’s 

assessment is used to determine 
the benchmark range the student 

falls in at the time they took the 

assessment. At/Above Benchmark: 

At/Above 40 PR, On Watch: 25-39 

PR, Intervention: 10-24 PR, Urgent 
Intervention: Below 10 PR
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FAST Grades K-2 Illustration of Statewide Percentiles



FAST 3-10 Testing Times

• The times below indicate the amount of time that should be 
provided for students.

• For scheduling purposes, a recommended session length is 
provided, but students in grades 3-10 who are still working at the 
end of that time will be provided until the end of the school day 
to complete the assessment.

8FAST PRESENTATION



More on FAST Grades 3-10

FAST: Grades 3–10 Content

• Because all FAST assessments are computer-adaptive, items may 
become progressively harder as students successfully respond to 
items, and easier if students answer more questions incorrectly

• Each PM event is tied to a blueprint for the full grade-level content

• Many of the same computer-based item types that students are 
already familiar with will be used on FAST assessments

* In accordance with F.S.1008.25 (K-10),student results will be provided to parents in an 
expedited manner.
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More on FAST, cont.

FAST: Grades 3–10 Content

• PM1 and PM2 will be used for informational purposes only and will not be 

used for accountability.

• PM3 will be a summative assessment used for accountability purposes.

• School year 2023–24 and beyond will be reported with new cut scores 

based on the FAST scale.

• In fall 2023, the state conducted Standard Setting and created 

achievement level cut scores.

10FAST PRESENTATION



FAST Reporting for 2023-24
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PM3 Scores

PM3 provides a summative score at the end of the year to measure student 

mastery of the grade-level content standards.

After the close of each PM window, the FDOE will report percentile ranks at 

the student level for parents, schools, and districts, as well as comparisons at 

the school, district, and state level.

Achievement Levels
• The scales on which students receive scores differ by grade and subject. 

Achievement levels describe a student’s success with the content 

assessed.

• As required by state law, achievement levels range from 1 to 5, with Level 1 

as the lowest and Level 5 as the highest. For all assessments, Level 3 
indicates on-grade-level performance



FAST Reporting for 2022-23
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Achievement Levels

the next 

year



FAST Reporting for 2023 - 24
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Scale Score Ranges



2023-2024 Fall PM 1 FAST Grades 3-10 Illustration of 

Statewide Percentiles

The report below illustrates just one example of how the Level compares to the Percentile. This 4th 

grade Mathematics result shows Achievement Level 2 with a Scale Score 308 equates to the 88 th 
Percentile.
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FAST Reporting for 2023-24
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Example of Individual Student Report (page 1)



FAST Resources for 2023 - 24
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• Testing Calendar: What assessments will my child take this year?

• Family Portal FAQ Document

• 2023-2024 FAST Grades K-2 Fact Sheet

• 2023-2024 FAST Grades 3-10 Fact Sheet

• FAST Portal for Student and Families

• Renaissance Star Early Literacy Sample Test Items

• Renaissance Star Reading Sample Test Items

• Renaissance Star Math Sample Test Items

• Understanding FAST Grades 3-10 ELA and Mathematics Reports for 

Families



FAST Resources for 2023 - 24
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Pembroke Lakes Elementary Website
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Instructional Guides (B1G-M)



19

Instructional Guides (B1G-M)
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Instructional Guides (B1G-M)
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New Worlds Scholarship Accounts

Step Up Program

Students in grades K-5
Education savings account (ESA) of $500 to pay for programs and materials designed to 
boost reading and math skills.

Who Is Eligible
Students enrolled in a Florida Public School in grades K-5 who:
•Have a substantial reading deficiency or exhibits characteristics of dyslexia as identified 
under s. 1008.25(5)
•Or scored below a Level 3 on the statewide, standardized English Language Arts (ELA) 
assessment in the prior school year.
•Or have a substantial deficiency in mathematics or the characteristics of dyscalculia as 
identified under s. 1008.25(6)
•Or scored below a Level 3 on the statewide, standardized Mathematics assessment in the 
prior school year.
•An eligible student who is classified as an English Language Learner and is enrolled in a 
program or receiving services that are specifically designed to meet the instructional needs 
of English Language Learner students shall receive priority.
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www.stepupforstudents.org/scholarships/newworlds/
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i-Ready Goal = "Mid" Grade Level Lessons
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i-Ready Parent Resource Page
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Grade Level Standards Canvas Resource Page
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Questions?


